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Agenda for June 14-15 meeting

• Advise Groundfish APDT on projection 
analyses.

• Set Skate ABC for 2012-2013.
• Other business:

– Risk policy.
– SSC communications.



GROUNDFISH PROJECTIONS



Background

• ABCs needed for 19 stocks:
– Four with new assessments
– Three index-based stocks
– Twelve stocks without new assessments

• For 12 stocks, 2012-2014 projections extend 5-7 
years beyond GARM III terminal year (2007).

• Two analyses by APDT reported to SSC:
– Regression of survey index on assessment biomass.
– Evaluation of projection performance.









Evaluation of projections

• Use 2010 GB YTF assessment as “truth” to 
compare with projections from 2001.

• Three approaches trialed:
– Simple projection from 2001 assessment
– Adjust 2001 NAA to account for retrospective
– Fix NAA in 2001 at values from 2010 assessment

• Preliminary lessons learned:
– Starting conditions matter.
– Recruitment disparities are large.
– Potential for reasonable performance to 5 years, but 

>5 is less likely.



SSC Advice

• Regression results suggest approaches other than 
survey biomass needed to evaluate projections.

• Continue and expand evaluation of projections, and 
seek causes of deviations.

• Adjustments could be made upwards or downwards in 
principle, but details of analysis will dictate final 
determination.

• At what point does work done to improve projections 
equal or exceed that needed for new assessments?

• Develop non-projection-based approaches as 
alternatives.



SKATE ABC 





Specification process & current values.



Discard mortality estimates.



SSC Advice

• Set ABC/ACL using current control rule and new 
discard mortality estimate for little skate and 
winter skate to value of 50,435 mt.

• Reconsider strategy for managing skates, 
including but not limited to:
– Development of control rule tied to biomass/stock 

status.
– Development of ABCs for individual species and/or 

area-based stock units.
– Development of MSY reference points or proxies.



OTHER BUSINESS



Risk policy:
• Discussed and supported a process for developing a “risk 

policy” for setting ABC suggested by the Council staff. The 
staff will communicate its recommendation to the 
Executive Committee (information item C.1)

Communications (w/ Council + stakeholders):
• Hold joint meeting(s) with Council.
• Work with Council members and staff in addressing 

recommendations in regional audit (e.g., participate in 
listening sessions?). 

• Field visits to meet with industry and other stakeholders 
(formal or informal).

• Receive reports from APs on broader trends in fishery 
(e.g., market dynamics), akin to MAFMC.
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